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file://///Users/izabellaencisop/Desktop/ONU/CISMUN%20VI/Guías/Editables/GUÍA%20OHCHR%20CISMUN%20VI.docx%23_Toc61525738


 

Human Rights Committee 

V. Support links ..................................................................................................................... 23 

REFERENCES .............................................................................................................................. 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file://///Users/izabellaencisop/Desktop/ONU/CISMUN%20VI/Guías/Editables/GUÍA%20OHCHR%20CISMUN%20VI.docx%23_Toc61525744
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“To deny people their human rights, is to challenge their very humanity” 

-Nelson Mandela 

 

Greeting delegates. 

 

Welcome to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) of the CISMUN 

VI, it is such a pleasure to have you on this committee. The chair is formed by me, Daniela 

Zambrano the president of the committee and Laura Mogollón the vice president. We want to 

guarantee that we are really engaged to help to the solving of any doubt you have, thus the 

committee has a good development during the debate. 

     For the proper development of the committee you need to see this activity no just like an 

academic one, but as an experience for your daily life, in which you are going to enforce the oratory, 

the argument description and diplomacy skills. Therefore, the chair is going to help you prepare 

all the information you will need and also help you to improve in the skills mentioned before. 

Likewise, you all need to be committed to the activity, in that way, you can have good results in 

the debate. For this, you need to read about your country position and the rights that are discussed.  

We hope you benefit from all the experience and have a great time at CISMUN, we wish you good 

luck in all the debate.  

Finally, here you can find our emails and phone numbers in case of any doubt:  

Vice president: Laura Mogollón (Cambridge School) 3223695359 – 

lauramogollonmir@colegiocambridge.edu.co 

President: Daniela Zambrano 3166235522- dmza123@gmail.com 
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I. Description 

The human rights committee started 60 years ago. Organizationally, started as a small division in 

the UN in the 1940s. After that, the division was moved to Geneva and start to be part of the Centre 

of human rights. In 1993 at the world conference, the international community decided to support 

in a stronger way the committee. The activity of the human rights increase when the United Nations 

adopted the universal declaration of human rights in 1948. According to the official page of 

OHCHR.  

The committee is based on international treaties in where the state assumes the obligation 

and the duties to respect, protect and fulfil human rights, this states act under the international law.  

II. Function  

“UN Human Rights provides assistance in the form of technical expertise and capacity-

development in order to support the implementation of international human rights 

standards on the ground.” (n.d.)  

The human rights committee has the responsibility of looking forward the good fulfil of the 

human rights that are established in the universal declaration of the human rights. Therefore, each 

government is ruled by the international human rights law in which all the states are bound to 

respect. The committee makes an analysis of all the situations that are present in the world, with 

this, they recognize which cases exist of the denial of the human rights. The OHCHR in the field, 

implements strategies to promote and protect the human rights, for example, creates policies, 

programs and measures in all the contexts presented to be aware of the good fulfillment of the 

human rights, likewise, the cooperation, technical assistance and advice to each government is 
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important because in that way the government creates policies that promote and protect the human 

rights. Finally, promotion of human rights to the general public and dissemination of information 

on international human rights and humanitarian law standards.  

III. Protocol 

     Below, the basic protocol within the committee, for specific information, please visit the 

protocol section inside the Handbook that it’s uploaded in the model’s webpage. 

1. Rollcall  

2. Motion to open session  

3. Motion to open agenda with topic A/B. 

4. Motion to read the opening speeches. 

5. Motion to start General speakers list (formal debate)/ moderated caucus (informal 

debate). 

6. Motion to suspend/ resume session.  

7. Motion to start unmoderated caucus (lobby time).  

8. Motion to read the working papers.  

9. Motion to start the voting process of the working paper **.  

10. Motion to close agenda.  

11. Motion to close session.  

IV. Important data 

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS  

Now you will find the UDHR so that way you can see the articles and which ones are more 

relevant for the good development of the debate. 
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Preamble  

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of 4 all 

members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,  

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which 5 have 

outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall 

enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the 

highest aspiration of the common people.  

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, 6 to 

rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of 

law,  

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,  

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in 8 

fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights 

of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life 

in larger freedom,  

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the 9 United 

Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms,  

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for 

the full realization of this pledge,  
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     Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARA- 

11 TION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all 

nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration 

constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and 

freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and 

effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and 

among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.  

Article 1  

 All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 13  

reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2  

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 

distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 

national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall 

be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 

territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under 

any other limitation of sovereignty.  

Article 3 

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.  
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Article 4  

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited 19  

in all their forms.  

Article 5  

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  

Article 6  

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  

Article 7  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the 

law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this 

Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination.  

Article 8  

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 

violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  

Article 9  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10  
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Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial 

tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against 

him.  

Article 11  

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved 

guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his 

defense.  

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which did 

not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was 

committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable 

at the time the penal offence was committed.  

Article 12  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 

correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the 

protection of the law against such interference or attacks.  

Article 13  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state.  

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.  

Article 14  
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1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non- 42 

political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

Article 15  

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his 

nationality.  

Article 16  

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 

the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during 

marriage and at its dissolution.  

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by 

society and the State.  

Article 17  

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 
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Article 18  

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 54 

freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others 

and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and 

observance.  

Article 19  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 56 

hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through 

any media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.  

Article 21  

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely 

chosen representatives. 

2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.  

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be 

expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and 

shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.  
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Article 22  

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, 

through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization 

and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his 

dignity and the free development of his personality.  

Article 23  

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 67  

conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work. 68  

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for him- 69 

self and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, 

by other means of social protection.  

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.  

Article 24  

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 72  

and periodic holidays with pay.  

Article 25  
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1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 74 

himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary 

social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 

widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, whether 

born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.  

Article 26  

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and 

fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional 

education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to 

all on the basis of merit.  

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to 78 the 

strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 

understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall 

further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their 79 

children.  

Article 27  

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy 81  
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the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.  

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting 82 from 

any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author.  

Article 28  

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms 84  

set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29  

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of 86  

his personality is possible.  

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as 

are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the 

rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of moral- 

ity, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and 88 

principles of the United Nations.  

Article 30  
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Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person 90 any 

right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights 

and freedoms set forth herein.  
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I. Description 

     Guantanamo is a prison in which all the human rights are being denied. There is people that 

has been imprisoned just because they come from an Asian country, they have been imprisoned 

without a fair trial, and also have been accused of war crimes and genocide. This prison has a 

military commission, here, they can access to a fair trial, this trial is not functional at all, 

actually, in the trial they can take a lot of time analyzing one case. The people in this jail suffer 

tortures, hunger, sexual humiliation, also, physical and physiological abuse, between others 

awful things. The government of the US declared that all the people that are detained is because 

they are enemy combats.  When the US, declares they are enemy combats, the rights such as the 

Geneva convention do not apply.   

II. Historical context 

     Guantanamo was established by the United States in January 2002 before the attempt against 

the twin towers, as a place for the authorities to hold people with the charge of “enemy 

combatants”.  The attempt was made by Osama bin Laden, a terrorist that was part of AL-

QADEA group, he came from Saudi-Arabia. After the attempt, George W. Bush, said to all the 

American’s, that he will not rest until he finds the person or the group responsible for the attack, 

he started to incriminate almost all the people that came from that country and also people who 

had believes in the Muslim religion. The US government sought to hold detainees in a place in 

which any international law could apply, in order to create a new jurisdiction in which they could 

make the prisoners suffer. Shaker Aamer was one of the first detainees of Guantanamo, he can 

TOPIC 1: DENIAL OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE IMPRISONED OF 
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insurance that all the inmates go through  hunger striker, also, they are fed with a tube. This is 

just one example of all the mistreatment committed in this prison.  

III. Current situation 

     Nowadays, the prison remains open since 2002. The intent of Barack Obama to close 

Guantanamo Bay didn’t work, he also made a campaign to close this prison, but he couldn’t 

close it, because the congress does not accept the proposal. According to Patricia Stottlemyer, a 

lawyer for Human Rights First (an international human rights organization) Washington has 

since considered "illegal enemy combatants”. "These prisoners at Guantánamo are under a new 

justice system that is not intended to provide fundamental rights for the accused, but to hide the 

fact that these accused were tortured" affirm Stottlemyer. She said "This implies that they are not 

considered prisoners of war, so that’s why, US understands that it does not have to apply 

international conventions to them and, therefore, can retain them indefinitely without trial and 

without the right to legal representation." For that reason, the prison couldn’t be closed with 

Obama’s governance and that’s why is not closed nowadays.  

     According to Stottlemyer, Guantanmo, is one of the most expensive prisons, because of it’s 

location. To maintain the prison, is necessary to transfer all the personal needed by air or by the 

ocean. Actually, some 1,800 soldiers work in the Guantánamo prison, which is equivalent to 45 

guards for each prisoner. Also, the preliminary audience for the cases are held there, the 

government must also assume the cost of the weekly transfers of judges, lawyers, journalists, 

support staff. 
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     Nowadays, the actual president of the United States of America, Donald Trump, is not 

interested on closing this place of torture, because besides of retaining some prisoners, it’s also 

used  by the CIA to make some interrogations. The United States and Cuba have an agreement in 

which USA pays an annual rent, for the 45 square-mile stipulated in 1903 between both 

governments, at the same time, the cost per each prisoner is about 13 million dollars. Finally, in 

this prison there are still 40 detainees, without a fair trial.  

     During the coronavirus outbreak, the prison partially ensured that the prisoners are taken care 

of in terms of isolation. Taking into consideration that according to Col. Amanda Azubuike of 

the U.S. Southern Command, which oversees the prison but not the base, who stated that 

detention operation had been able to do rapid testing since at least June, but declined to say how 

many prisoners or staff had been tested with either method. She said the prison tests symptomatic 

people and those who had come within six feet of them for more than 15 minutes. However, 

defense lawyers said this week that none of the prisoners had been tested, based on calls and 

letters they had received from the prison since the World Health Organization declared the 

pandemic on March 11. The prison had designated an isolated building to quarantine and triage 

troops with Covid-19, who can access clinical and psychologist support day and night. The 

Pentagon also notified the senators that the prison has different medical teams for the detainees 

and their guards “to mitigate any inadvertent cross-contamination.” Thus, it has capacity to 

isolate each of the 40 prisoners, including with space for four in regular inpatient rooms; a vast 

amount of medical equipment. 

IV. Guiding questions 

• It’s your delegation in favor or against Guantanamo? 
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• It’s there an excuse of the tortures that happen in Guantanamo? 

• How can your delegation help to close or to make stronger the prison?  

• What can be the solution in order to make this prison fulfil all the human rights.   

V. Support links 

- https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/background-guantanamo-bay-prison 

- https://www.amnesty.org.uk/guantanamo-bay-human-rights 

- https://www.britannica.com/topic/Guantanamo-Bay-detention-cam 

- https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/14/us/politics/senators-criticize-guantanamo-prison-

coronavirus-plan.html 
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Human Rights Committee 

 

I. Description 

     To start, let’s put in context the word witchcraft. According to the Cambridge Dictionary 

“The activity of performing magic to help or harm other people”. The people that are accused of 

practicing this, are people that have supernatural powers. Usually these people are vulnerable 

kids and elderly women, creating an abundance discrimination towards them. The fact these 

accusations are only towards children and elderly women, begets a big uncertainty on why this 

is. According to Bridget Marshall, a teacher in the University of Massachusetts and expert in 

this topic. The reason for this, is that these people tend to accuse the most power less, as I said 

before, vulnerable. This is because they have no power against the society's beliefs and 

leaders. Becoming common targets, and somewhat a tendency in discrimination. Not to 

mention, these people are unfairly allegated and tortured with no viable evidence. Likewise 

centuries ago. 

II. Historical context 

     Centuries ago, women and kids mostly in European countries were accused of witchcraft. 

They were accused with no viable evidence which supported this claim. Afterwards, these people 

were placed in unfair trials, which go against article 11 (Presumption of innocence) Then they 

were executed by hanging, drowning and burning at the stake. These, what we can call 

murders, decreased significantly throughout the years. However, this issue has not stopped 

completely and is currently occurring in a couple of countries in Africa. 

III. Current situation 

TOPIC 2: PREVENTING EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS ARISING FROM THE 

ALLEGED PRACTICE OF SORCERY AND WITCHCRAFT 
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     In 2009 the Democratic Republic of Congo reported that about 25,000 – 50,000 children 

living 

on the streets of the capital, Kinshasa. They are there, because they have been accused of 

witchcraft and rejected by their families. The Committee on the Rights of the Child stated that in 

the DRC “violence against children accused of witchcraft is increasing, and that children are 

being kept as prisoners in religious buildings where they are exposed to torture and ill-treatment 

or even killed under the pretext of exorcism.” 

     In Angola, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has called for “immediate action to 

eliminate the mistreatment of children accused of witchcraft”. According to UNHCR and 

Instituto Nacional da Criança (INAC) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, held child 

protection seminars in various towns of Angola. These training seminars, which addressed the 

issue of children accused of witchcraft, were open to police, political leaders, church officials 

and civil social groups. 

     In Papua New Guinea, provincial police commanders reportedly said there were more than 50 

sorcery-related killings in 2008. Other sources have suggested much higher figures. 

     The Special Rapporteur has said that making it illegal to believe in witchcraft is not a 

solution. 

     Respect for customary beliefs, however does not allow for persecution and murder. Alston 

recommends in his report that all killings of alleged witches be treated as murder and 

investigated, prosecuted and punished. 

BELIEVES IN DIFFERENT CULTURES/ RELIGIONS: 

     In the Christian tradition, their malevolent power is believed to derive from a special 

relationship with an evil spirit with whom they have a “pact,” or they exercise it through “animal 
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familiars” (assistants or agents) such as dogs, cats, hyenas, owls, or baboons. In other cases the 

witch’s power is thought to be based in his or her own body, and no external source is deemed 

necessary. 

     Among the Zande of the Congo and some other central African peoples, the source of this 

evil-working capacity is believed to be located in the witch’s stomach, and its power and range 

increase with age. It can be activated merely by wishing someone ill and is thus a kind of 

unspoken, or implicit, curse. 

     The Zande believe that evil deeds can be wrought even more effectively by the manipulation 

of spells and potions and the use of powerful magic. In many African cultures witches are 

believed to act unconsciously; unaware of the ill they cause, they are driven by irrepressible 

urges to act malevolently. 

IV. Guiding questions 

1. Does your delegation have any problems regarding this topic in the present or past?  

2. How did your delegation manage or is managing the problem? 

3. How many human rights apart from article 3 does this issue violate? 

4. What position does your delegation have toward this topic? 

5. Is there any allied country of your delegation presenting this issue? What is your country 

doing to help? 

V. Support links 

- https://www.ohchr.org/en/newsevents/Pages/Witches21stCentury.aspx 

- https://www.unhcr.org/4981ca712.pdf 

- https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/096466391775372 
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