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POLITBYURO OF THE CCCP 

GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY (CCCP) 

Julio Pitta Urrea 

E-mail contact: Juliopittaurr@colegiocambridge.edu.co 

Cell phone number: 300-226-2264 

Tatiana Rodríguez 

Dear delegates: 

Welcome to the Cambridge International School model of United Nations CISMUN VI and to 

the Committee of the Politbyuro of the CCCP (the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics).  

The directive chair thanks you all for choosing this committee, and it´s very glad to have you 

participating in the first crisis committee the CISMUN has. We expect your greatest effort during 

the debate, by being original, compromised, and respectful with other delegates and participants. 

As a conclusion, I want to remember something, as the president of this committee I’m going 

to be helping you 24/7 with everything you need about the committee, we need to win this cold 

war! and we can do it if we give our best. 

Best Wishes and Sapere Aude! 

Julio Pitta, General Secretary (Mikhail Gorbachev) 
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I. Historical Continuous Crisis Committee (HCCC) 

The Historical Crisis Committee (HCC) is a simulation that takes hold of an issue or event 

that can be discussed and debated by any United Nations committee. Within the Model United 

Nations community, HCC’s have been regarded as simulations that are exciting and challenging. 

The topics assigned to HCC’s can be fiction, historical fiction, or based on historical crises 

throughout the history of the United Nations. (UCMUN, 2015) 

A continuous crisis committee (CCC) is a crisis committee where there is different crisis 

around the topics, this crisis should be finished and solved in the less possible time. 

II. The Politbyuro 

The political bureau of the Soviet Union was the highest executive body of the central 

committee of the communist party, during the whole life of the CCCP the Politbyuro never 

changed it purpose, be the policymaking and governing body of the state (Including the party). 

The organization of the Politbyuro is based on twenty-five full members and eight candidates´ 

members with no right to vote, the general secretary always had the crucial vote on key issues of 

the state. 

III. Committee Organizations 

Bearing in mind the working of the model, the committee changed some original facts of the 

Politbyuro such as the characters during the debate considering the importance of them during 

the topics development. Recognizing that this committee does not work as a regular united 

nations model committee. 

IV. Protocol: 

THE POLITBYURO 
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1. Delegates will stand up before the general secretary enter to the room as a symbol 

of respect. 

2. The anthem of the Soviet Union will sound, in this moment nobody can talk or 

walk in/out the room. 

3. Words by the general secretary. 

4. Continue of the normal program stablished by the handbook. 

Motions and points will be specified on the 2020 handbook. 

V. Documents:  

Below are the documents you need to do and bring to the MUN 

• Character information: A brief biography of the character and the clear 

information about the achievements inside its country. 

• Specialized information: A complete summary about the step by step the character 

has during the topics. 

• Secrets of state: Are those interests of the Soviet Union that such as enemies or 

the soviet citizens didn’t have to know about it. 

• The opening speech will have a minimum duration of 120 seconds (2 minutes). 
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Mongol Invasions. 

1547-1584: Ivan the Terrible becomes the first czar of Russia. The grandson of Ivan the Great 

expands the Muscovite territory into Serbia, while instituting a reign of terror against nobility 

using military rule. 

Romanov Dynasty. 

1613: After several years of unrest, famine, civil war and invasions, Mikhail Romanov is 

coronated as czar at age 16, ending a long period of instability. 

1689-1725: Peter the Great rules until his death, building a new capital in St. Petersburg, 

modernizing the military (and founding the Russian navy) and reorganizing the government. 

With his introduction of Western European culture, Russia becomes a world power. 

1796: Russia’s longest-ruling female leader, Catherine II, or Catherine the Great, takes power 

in a bloodless coup and her reign marks Russia’s era of enlightenment. 

1853-1856: Stemming from Russian pressure on Turkey and religious tensions, the Ottoman 

Empire, along with British and French forces, fights Russia and Czar Nicholas I in the Crimean 

War. Russia is crippled in its defeat. 

1861: Czar Alexander II issues his Emancipation Reform, abolishing serfdom and allowing 

peasants to purchase land. His other notable reforms include universal military service, 

strengthening Russia’s borders and promoting self-government. In 1867, he sells Alaska and the 

Aleutian Islands to the United States, gilding the St. Isaac Cathedral domes in St. Petersburg with 

the proceeds. He is assassinated in 1881. 

CHRONOLOGICAL CONTEXT 
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1914: Russia enters First World War against Austria-Hungary in defense of Serbia. 

Rise of the Soviet Union. 

Nov. 6-7, 1917: The violent Russian Revolution marks the end of the Romanov dynasty and 

Russian Imperial Rule, as the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, take power and eventually 

become the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Civil War breaks out later that year, with 

Lenin’s Red Army claiming victory and the establishment of the Soviet Union. Lenin rules until 

his death in 1924. 

1929-1953: Joseph Stalin becomes leader of the Soviet Union, taking Russia from a peasant 

society to a military and industrial power. His totalitarian rule includes his Great Purge, 

beginning in 1934, in which at least 750,000 people were killed to eliminate opposition. He dies 

in 1953, following a stroke. 

1939: World War Two begins, and, in accord with a pact between Stalin and Adolf Hitler, 

Russian invades Poland, Romania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Finland. Germany breaks the 

agreement in 1941, invading Russia, which then joins the Allies. The Russian army’s win at 

the Battle of Stalingrad serves as a major turning point in ending the war. 

March 5, 1946: In a speech, Winston Churchill declares “an Iron Curtain has descended 

across the Continent” and the Cold War grows as the Soviets promote revolution in China, Asia 

and the Middle and Near East. In 1949, the Soviets explode a nuclear bomb, hastening the 

nuclear arms race. 

Oct. 4, 1957: The Soviet Union launches Sputnik I, the first artificial satellite that orbits the 

Earth in about 98 minutes and spurs the Space Race. In 1961, Soviet Yuri Gagarin becomes the 

first person to fly in space 
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October 1962: The 13-day Cuban Missile Crisis leads Americans to fear nuclear war is at 

hand with the installation of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. Soviet Leader Nikita 

Khrushchev eventually agrees to remove the missiles, while President John F. Kennedy agrees to 

not invade Cuba and remove U.S. missiles from Turkey. 

September 26, 1977: The Chernobyl nuclear power station, located about 65 miles north of 

Kiev, Ukraine (then part of the Soviet Union), begins supplying power to the grid. 

July-August 1980: The 1980 Summer Olympics are held in Moscow, with several countries, 

including the United States, boycotting the games in protest of the December 1979 invasion of 

Afghanistan. 

Gorbachev's Period. 

March 11, 1985: Mikhail Gorbachev is elected general secretary of the Communist Party, 

and, thus, effectively Russia’s leader. His reform efforts include Perestroika (restructuring the 

Russian economy), Glasnost (greater openness) and summit talks with U.S. President Ronald 

Reagan to end the Cold War. 

April 26, 1986: The Chernobyl disaster, the world’s worst nuclear accident, takes place at the 

Chernobyl nuclear plant near Kiev in Ukraine. Resulting in thousands of deaths and 70,000 

severe poisoning cases, the 18-mile radius surrounding the plant (and no longer home to nearly 

150,000 people), will remain unlivable for some 150 years. 

February 15, 1989: The USSR announces the departure of the last Soviet troops. More than 

one million Afghans and 13 thousand Soviet troops have been killed. Civil war continues as the 

mujahideen push to overthrow Najibullah, who is eventually toppled in 1992. 
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I. Theories of the CCCP. 

• Marxism: Is a political, social, and economy philosophy named after the work of 

Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels arguing that the economy will change by the struggle of 

the social classes and the beginning of a communist revolution and institution. 

• Perestroika: Is a series of political and economy reforms to restructure the 

organization of the Soviet Union, this biggest change since the October revolution charging 

high prices on the marketplace and the Glasnost as the principal reforms on these actions. 

II. Statistics. 

Real GDP per head, 1885 to 2008: the US and Russia/the Soviet Union compared with the 

world (international dollars and 1990 prices). In this graphic it is compared the Soviet Union´s 

economy outcome in real output per head. Is needed to take it account that is different the use of 

international dollars depending of the country’s variations.  

Madisson, A. (2011). Retrieved from https://voxeu.org/article/soviet-economy-1917-1991-its-life-and-afterlife 

ECONOMY OF THE SOVIET UNION 

https://voxeu.org/article/soviet-economy-1917-1991-its-life-and-afterlife
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The Soviet defense industries, 1917-1987: Number of productions, research, and design 

establishments by branch. 

 

Dexter, & Rodionov. (2017). Retrieved from https://voxeu.org/article/soviet-economy-1917-1991-its-life-and-afterlife 

Dexter, K, and I Rodionov (2017), “The Factories, Research and Design Establishments of the Soviet Defense Industry: A Guide: Ver. 18”, 

University of Warwick, Department of Economics. 

Russian males’ total life expectancy, 1896/97 to 1989 (census years), at birth had risen from under 

30 years to more than 60. 

Rossii, G. (1998). Retrieved from https://voxeu.org/article/soviet-economy-1917-1991-its-life-and-afterlife 

Goskomstat Rossii (1997), Naselenie Rossii za 100 let (1897-1997). Statisticheskii sbornik, Moscow. 
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• COMECON: The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance was given fresh 

impetus by the challenge of integration in Western Europe. Eastern European cooperation 

is compared with integration in Western Europe. Finally, there is the question of how to 

reform Comecon to align it with the present movement of economic reform in Eastern 

Europe. This trade was done by the URSS (Russia) and the principal countries that were 

Communist. 

• OSCE: The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe has a 

comprehensive approach to security that encompasses political, military, economic and 

environmental, and human aspects. 

• United Nations: The United Nations is an international organization founded in 

1945. The mission and work of the United Nations are guided by the purposes and 

principles contained in its founding Charter. The Soviet Union as one of the founder 

members is part of all the subsequent IGOS of the united nations 
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I. Chronological context: 

September 26, 1977: The Chernobyl nuclear power station, located about 65 miles north of 

Kiev, Ukraine (then part of the Soviet Union), begins supplying power to the grid. 

February 1986: A Soviet official is quoted saying that the odds of a nuclear meltdown are 

“One in 10,000 years.” By this time, the Chernobyl site contains four 1,000-megawatt reactors, 

plus two additional reactors that are under construction. 

April 25, 1986, 1 a.m.: Chernobyl’s operators begin reducing power at reactor No. 4 in 

preparation for a safety test, which they have timed to coincide with a routine shut down for 

maintenance. The test is supposed to determine whether, in the event of a power failure, the 

plant’s still-spinning turbines can produce enough electricity to keep coolant pumps running 

during the brief gap before the emergency generators kick in. Ironically, this safety test brings 

about the reactor’s destruction. 

April 25, 1986, 2 p.m.: Reactor No. 4’s emergency core cooling system is disabled to keep it 

from interfering with the test. Though this doesn’t cause the accident, it worsens the impact. At 

around the same time, the test and shutdown are temporarily delayed accommodating the 

region’s power needs. 

April 25, 1986, 11:10 p.m.: Operators receive permission to continue with the test and 

shutdown. By now, the less-experienced night shift is on the job, which purportedly never 

received proper instructions on how to perform the test. 

TOPIC 1: THE CHERNOBYL DISASTER 
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April 26, 1986, 12:28 a.m.: Power plummets to far below the level at which the reactor is 

considered stable. Operators respond by removing most of the control rods in violation of the 

plant’s safety guidelines, yet they still have trouble raising the power, in part due to xenon 

buildup in the core. 

April 26, 1986, 1 a.m.: The power stabilizes, albeit at a lower than preferred level, and plant 

supervisors order the test to proceed. The automatic emergency shutdown system and other 

safety features are subsequently turned off. 

April 26, 1986, 1:23:04 a.m.: The test officially begins, and an unexpected power surge 

occurs. 

April 26, 1986, 1:23:40 a.m.: An operator presses the emergency shutdown button, but the 

control rods jam as they enter the core. 

April 26, 1986, 1:23:58 a.m.: The first explosion, to be quickly followed by at least one more, 

blows the 1,000-ton roof right off the reactor and shoots a fireball high into the night sky. A 

blackout roils the plant as the air fills with dust and graphite chunks, and radiation begins 

spewing out. Walls and equipment collapse, and dozens of fires start up, including one on top of 

the neighboring reactor. Despite all evidence to the contrary, the nuclear engineer in charge of 

the test insists that reactor No. 4 is still intact. He later dies of radiation poisoning. 

April 26, 1986, 1:28 a.m.: The first firefighters arrive at the scene. They have no knowledge 

of the radiation and wear no protective clothing. 
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April 26, 1986, 2:15 a.m.: Local Soviet officials convene an emergency meeting at which 

they decide to block cars from exiting or entering Pripyat, a nearby city that was built to house 

Chernobyl’s workers. Police officers assisting with the roadblock likewise have no knowledge of 

the radiation and wear no protective clothing. 

April 26, 1986, 5 a.m.: Officials shut down reactor No. 3, to be followed the next morning by 

reactor Nos. 1 and 2. They are re-opened months later. 

April 26, 1986, 6:35 a.m.: By now, all fires have been extinguished except for a blaze in the 

reactor core, which will burn for days. 

April 27, 1986, 10 a.m.: Helicopters begin dumping sand, clay, boron, lead and dolomite into 

the burning core to slow radioactive emissions 

II. How Does a Nuclear Reactor Works? 

A nuclear reactor works by a process called fission, where a particle is fired at an atom, which 

then fission into two smaller atoms and some additional neutrons. Some of the neutrons that are 

released then hit other atoms, causing them to fission too and release more neutrons. This is called 

a chain reactor. 

The fissioning of atoms in the chain reaction also releases a large amount of energy as a heat. 

The generated heat is removed from the reactor by a circulating fluid, typically water. This heat 

can then be used to generate steam, which drives turbines for electricity production. 

In order to ensure the nuclear reaction takes place at the right speed, reactors have systems that 

accelerate, slow or shut down the nuclear reaction, and the heat it produces. This is normally done 
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with control rods, which typically are made of neutron-absorbing materials such as silver and 

boron. 

A number of different materials can be used to fuel a reactor, but most commonly uranium is 

used. Uranium is abundant and can be found in many places around the world, including in the 

oceans. Other fuels, such as plutonium and thorium, can also be used. 

The Nuclear Plant 

The RBMK 1000. 

The RBMK 1000 is a soviet designed and built graphite moderate pressure tube type reactor, 

using enriched (2% U-235) uranium dioxide fuel. It is boiling light water reactor, with two loops 

feeding steam directly to the turbines, without an intervening heat exchanger. Water pumped to 

the bottom of the fuel channel boils as it progresses up the pressure tubes, producing steam 

which feeds two 500 MWe turbines. The water acts as a coolant and provides the steam used to 

drive the turbines. The vertical pressure tubes contain the zirconium alloy clad uranium dioxide 

fuel around which the cooling water flows. The extensions of the fuel channels penetrate the 

lower plate and the cover plate of the core and re welded to each. A specially designed refueling 

machine allows fuel bundles to be changed without shutting down the reactor. 
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(2020). Retrieved from https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx 

The damage Chernobyl sector 4 reactor building. 
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(2020). Retrieved from https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paths of radiation exposure. 

(2020). Retrieved from https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx 
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I. Chronological context. 

April 27, 1978: Afghanistan's communist People's Democratic Party seizes power in a coup 

but is split along ethnic lines and in-fighting begins. The country is renamed Democratic 

Republic of Afghanistan (DRA). An Islamic and conservative insurgency soon begins in the 

provinces. 

December 5, 1978: A friendship treaty is signed with the USSR, building on Soviet economic 

and military support given to Afghanistan since the early 1950s. 

March 1979: The USSR begins massive military aid to the DRA, including hundreds of 

advisers, as the US scales down its presence after the murder of its kidnapped ambassador. 

Afghan soldiers mutiny in Herat, massacring Soviet citizens before their rebellion is crushed. 

September 1979: Hafizullah Amin emerges as DRA leader from a bout of bloodletting in the 

government during which President Nur Mohammed Taraki is killed. Requests for large numbers 

of Soviet forces to combat the growing insurgency continue under Amin's administration. 

December 12, 1979: The Politbyuro inner circle, fearing the specter of an Iranian-style 

Islamist revolution and wary of Amin's secret meetings with US diplomats in Afghanistan, 

decides to invade. 

December 24, 1979: The Soviet defense ministry reveals orders to senior staff to send troops 

into Afghanistan. Commandos seize strategic installations in Kabul. Armored columns cross the 

border at Termes and Kushka heading towards Kabul and Herat respectively. 

TOPIC 2: THE SOVIET CAMPAIGN IN AFGHANISTAN (1987-1989) 
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December 29, 1979: After a week of heavy fighting during which Soviet commandos kill 

Amin and tens of thousands of troops invade by ground and air, Babrak Kamal is installed as the 

DRA's new Soviet-backed leader. 

1980: Resistance intensifies with various mujahideen groups fighting Soviet forces and their 

DRA allies. In the first six months of the campaign, the Soviets commit more than 80,000 

personnel to occupy Afghanistan. The US, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia supply money and arms to 

the mujahideen. 

1985: More than five million Afghans are now estimated to be displaced by the war, with 

many fleeing to neighboring Iran or Pakistan. New Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev says he 

wants to end the war in Afghanistan. In order to bring a quick victory, the resulting escalation of 

troops to pacify the region leads to the bloodiest year of the war. 

1986: The US begins supplying mujahideen with Stinger missiles, enabling them to shoot 

down Soviet helicopter gunships. Karmal is replaced by Mohammed Najibullah. 

1988: The DRA, USSR, US and Pakistan sign peace accords and the Soviets begin pulling out 

troops. 

February 15, 1989: The USSR announces the departure of the last Soviet troops. More than 

one million Afghans and 13 thousand Soviet troops have been killed. Civil war continues as the 

mujahideen push to overthrow Najibullah, who is eventually toppled in 1992. 

II. Abstract. 
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Between 1979 and 1989 one million troops fight on Afghanistan on a war that the communist 

government want to hide to the people: the dead soldiers come back to Moscow on zinc coffins 

and buried illegally without the family knowledge, while the government didn’t recognize the 

conflict. The tide of the war was on 1987 when the us army enter to the conflict, by 1988 

Mikhail Gorbachev announce the withdrawing of the troops from Afghanistan.  
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1. ¿In which social, military, economical or scientifically aspects is your character 

stronger and weak? 

2. Considering a crisis moment ¿What preventive actions you will take to preserve 

the country’s interests? 

3. ¿How will you guarantee the maintenance of your country? 

4. Considering the just war theory ¿Your character is following this theory? ¿Why? 

5. In a critical situation, ¿How is your character capable of reaching in order to 

defend its territory and everything that composes it? 

6. ¿Is more important preserve the life of Chernobyl people or the interest of the 

Soviet Union? 
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